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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 -6 and 11-19 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Because of the 
confusing and convoluted nature of the claims- abbreviations are utilized by the 
examiner to enhance clarity and brevity. For example, claim 1 , limitation a is 
abbreviated as 1(a). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

2. Claim 16 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. The MPEP states in Chapter 2100 Section IV: 

"Since a computer program is merely a set of instructions capable of being 
executed by a computer, the computer program itself is not a process and Office 
personnel should treat a claim for a computer program, without the computer-readable 
medium needed to realize the computer program's functionality, as nonstatutory 
functional descriptive material." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 5, 6, 11-17, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Safai (US 6,715,003) in view of Roosen (US 2002/0036793). 

Regarding independent claims 1,11, and 15, Safai discloses a digital camera 
with a GUI (FIG. 4A) enabling the user to select certain images (FIG. 3C and col. 1 1 
lines 46-57) and assign a plurality of options (e-mail, develop, print) to be sent via a 
transport system (FIG. 6) to a server 601, which executes the selected option (col. 15 
line 45- col. 16, line 12). Thus 1(a, b), 11(a-d), and 15(a-d) are met by Safai. 

Safai also discloses a delete option check box 472 (FIG. 5 and col. 14 lines 38- 
44) which deletes an image from the memory of the camera after sending to the server 
601, thereby meeting 15(f). 

Safai's server automatically performs the processing specified by the print control 
file, and therefore he does not expressly disclose management limitations 1(c-e), 1 1(e- 
g), and 15(e, g, h). 

Roosen discloses a remote printer control system wherein interactive print jobs 
(IPs) are sent by user workstations (paragraph 0027), stored on the memory of a printer 
(0031) and managed via a server or workstation (0042 and 0099) via desktop software. 

Safai and Roosen are combinable because they both pertain to remote image 
printing. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious at the time of invention to one of normal 
skill in the art to include in Safai a management system as disclosed by Roosen at the 
server 601 . Logically, all options available in Safai (e-mail, print, develop) are 
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executable through the management system of Roosen. Roosen discloses that a 
received IP job is added to a list and displayed in window 22 of the desktop software 
(FIG. 8 and 0063), therefore meeting 1(c), 11(e), and 15(e). Furthermore, Roosen 
discloses printing (or executing the designated task, in context of the aforementioned 
combination) must be initiated by a user selection (0030), therefore, the combination 
meets 1(d, e), 11(f, g), and 15(g, h). 

The motivation of this modification would be to allow greater user control 
(including sorting/ordering, canceling, and modifying) of a given number of operations or 
jobs at the server side. 

Thus it would have been obvious to combine Safai with Roosen to obtain the 
invention of claims 1,11, and 15. As the method of claim 1 is unpatentable over 
Safai/Roosen, said method encoded on a computer readable medium as disclosed by 
claim 16 is also unpatentable. 

Safai includes an e-mail address to be included with the print control file (FIGs. 
4B-D), thereby meeting claim 12. 

Roosen discloses viewing the settings of any print job (0066) and editing said 
settings (0108, operation 54), thereby meeting claims 5 and 14. 



Claim 13 merely discloses repeating the method of claim 11 twice before 
initiating any printing. As the print jobs in Roosen are added to a list dynamically, i.e., at 
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any time, the user may choose to wait until several print jobs are loaded into the 
memory of the printer before selecting jobs for printing. Thus Safai/Roosen meets the 
requirements of claim 13. 

By the same token, the user may choose to print (step f) before any subsequent 
print/send jobs are forwarded from the camera to the server, thereby meeting claim 17, 
as well. 

Roosen discloses a method to modify the settings of a selected IP job (0108). 
The settings, in the context of the Safai/Roosen combination, include the images 
selected for printing/sending. Therefore, the user may, at the server side, modify which 
images are selected. Ergo, by deselecting an image, the user excludes an image from 
printing/sending, as required by claim 19. 

3. Claims 2-4, 6, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Safai (US 6,715,003) in view of Roosen (US 2002/0036793). 

Safai discloses using thumbnails on the LCD selection screen of the digital 
camera (col. 11, lines 57-60). 

Neither Safai nor Roosen discloses sending the thumbnails with the digital 
images (claim 2), or displaying the thumbnails in the task list (claim 3). 

However, Examiner takes official notice that image and print previews through 
the use of reduced thumbnail images were well known at the time of invention (official 
notice). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to modify Safai/Roosen such that 
thumbnails are utilized to preview the print/e-mail jobs, thereby meeting claim 3. 
Additionally, since each job in the display list would show the thumbnails of selected 
images, claim 18 is also met. Finally, while it is common that the operating system itself 
generates a thumbnail image in order to reduce transmission size, in file formats such 
as the RAW format wherein conversion to a viewable image takes great processing 
power, a pre-converted thumbnail preview is often attached (official notice). The RAW 
file format is exclusively utilized in digital cameras, and as such when transmitting a 
captured image, the thumbnail is transferred as well. Thus claim 2 is met as well. 

The motivation of this modification would be to allow the user to preview a job in 
the display list at a glance. 

Thus it would have been obvious to modify Safai/Roosen to obtain the invention 
as disclosed in claims 2, 3, and 18. 

As the modified Safai/Roosen invention meets claims 2 and 3, claims 4 (the 
email feature of 11(b-e)) and 6 (replication of claims 5/14) are also unpatentable. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert N. Kang whose telephone number is 571-272- 
0593. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler M. Lamb can be reached on (571)272-7406. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. ' 



